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W hat a year it has been for Kerus 
Global Education! So much has 
happened, and we’re excited to 

bring you up to date. God has led us in some 
new and truly surprising directions. 

Perhaps our most exciting change happened 
more than a year ago as we completed nine 
years of close work with Campus Crusade’s 
CrossRoads ministry. What an incredible 
privilege to lead training in more than 40 
countries and to see our materials utilized 
in over 50 countries. One of our greatest 
desires has been to train others throughout 
the world to do what we do and to empower 
them to carry the program forward in their 
own countries. As we witnessed God doing just 
this through CrossRoads, we felt a new sense 
of calling and responsibility to broaden our 
horizons and serve other ministries as well.

 Chooses Kerus 

With this vision in mind, we began work on 
a new 16-lesson curriculum to be utilized 
in partnership around the world. This new 
curriculum focuses on core messages found 
in our It Takes Courage! resource book. God 
responded to this step of faith in a BIG way 
with a BIG challenge. Samaritan’s Purse, 
Franklin Graham’s organization, chose Kerus 
to provide the core curriculum and training 
for a massive HIV/AIDS prevention program 
for youth in four African countries: Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Mozambique and Uganda. In fall 2005, 
our new It Takes Courage! Youth Curriculum 
was rolled out for the first time as part of the 
Samaritan’s Purse “Prescription for Hope” 
initiative to combat HIV/AIDS. The goals 
are ambitious—train 19,200 youth workers 
and pastors in the four countries committed 

to teaching 50-100 youth each. The total 
project is expected to reach between 1 and 
2 million youth.

It has been an enormous undertaking—
developing the new curriculum and training 
materials; then translating and printing for four 
countries—all in time for the first rollout last 
October in Mozambique. What a privilege it 
was for our team to spend most of October 
through March in Mozambique, Uganda, 
Kenya and Ethiopia, launching the It Takes 
Courage! youth program. We developed 
incredible relationships with 30 Samaritan’s 
Purse trainers who will replicate this program 
over the next five years. We invested a total 
of 96 hours in each of them to equip them 
for this awesome task. And, we just learned 
last week that the Samaritan’s Purse training 
teams have trained over 1,000 pastors and 
youth pastors who are right now reaching 
over 30,000 children with 
the youth curriculum! 
Please join us in giving 
thanks and supporting 
the Samaritan’s Purse 
project with your 
prayers. 

Blessed are they who have regard 
for the poor. – P S A L M  4 1 : 1

A New Day for Kerus
Vision // Courage // Compassion

“The Kerus Global ITC! curriculum 

is a modern day parable 

on the important topic 

of achieving behavior 

change among today’s 

youth. Its rich symbolism 

and examples from everyday 

life coupled with the lively fun activities 

leave an indelible mark in the memories 

of young people thereby ensuring 

self propagation. This also makes it 

a perfect fit to African culture that 

emphasizes learning from nature, 

story, song and other forms of drama 

in communicating messages of 

importance.”

— �Dr. Patrick Gitonga, M.D.  
Director of Samaritan’s  

Purse HIV/AIDS, Kenya

We know that many of you have 

not heard from us for a while, 

which we deeply regret. You as 

our friends and partners are the 

lifeblood of our ministry. Without 

you, we cannot accomplish what 

God has called us to do. This 

newsletter is part of our plan to be 

more faithful in communicating 

regularly with ministry updates 

and prayer requests. Thank you 

for your patience with us as Kerus 

undergoes a time of tremendous 

transition and growth.

Betty, Ethiopia »



D
id you know that six million children around the world have already lost their lives 

to AIDS? In U.S. terms, this represents every child currently enrolled in every 

grade school and high school in the cities of New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, 

Washington, Miami and Atlanta—combined.

Not only that, but 14 million children worldwide have been orphaned because of AIDS. That 

number represents every child in the U.S. under five years old with no one to watch over them.

A June 2005 trip to South Africa brought these realities home to us in a new way. Kerus 

was invited to present at a community mobilization event in the Orlando East community 

in Soweto, not far from Johannesburg. The conference was convened by the Southern Africa 

HIV/AIDS Collaboration (SAHAC), a partnership consisting of Kerus and organizations in the 

U.S. and South Africa who have joined forces to tackle the HIV/AIDS epidemic through a 

multi-faceted strategy addressing youth, jobs, church and care.

As we looked around the room, we were struck by the fact that most people in attendance 

were either grandmothers or under the age of 24. It was a microcosm of the growing and dev-

astating reality in many parts of southern Africa: those considered to be in the most productive 

years of their working lives are being cut down by AIDS. One young boy, probably 

around age seven, especially attracted our attention. He came in the afternoons 

after school and sat with his grandmother. But unlike most little boys we are ac-

customed to seeing that age, mischievous whirlwinds of energy and enthusiasm, 

he sat quietly and almost expressionless on his grandmother’s lap. Upon inquir-

ing, we found out that he had AIDS. He had already lost both parents and would 

likely not see more than two more birthday parties himself. How tragic! On the 

Saturday afternoon before the conference, some members of our group witnessed 

an unfathomable scene at a local cemetery: an estimated 30,000 people attending 

funerals. The funerals were held side by side, one after another. Large earth-dig-

ging machines dug long trenches where one after another was buried. Few things 

break one’s heart more than witnessing the burial of the youngest victims of HIV/

AIDS—infants and toddlers.

Scenes like that rekindle in our hearts the burning passion, determination, 

and sense of urgency to make a difference—no matter how small—so that at least 

one person or one family can be spared from the deadly scourge of AIDS and find 

hope in Jesus. That is why we do what we do.

What About 
                That Little Boy?



The last 15 months have been 

wonderful and difficult all at the 

same time. On one hand, it has 

been so rewarding to see how Kerus 

continues to grow. Our five months 

in Africa represented an amazing 

experience as we invested our whole 

hearts in the massive launch of the 

It Takes Courage! curriculum project 

in four nations with Samaritan’s 

Purse. On the home front I have had 

to walk some difficult days since 

my precious mother went to be with 

Jesus on March 21, 2005. Many of you 

know how very close we were and 

that she was my best friend. Mom 

was an amazing woman who modeled 

the love and compassion of Jesus in 

extravagant ways. I miss her more 

than words can express. I would really 

appreciate your continued prayers for 

our family and especially my father 

during this time of transition. Dad lost 

his dear wife and ministry partner of 

59 years. We dearly miss mom’s sweet 

presence on the earth. However, we 

are so grateful for 

the assurance that 

we will be reunited 

in heaven and be 

together again. 

“This is knowledge and skills too lofty to fathom. I have no words to describe 

the feeling. This requires a moment of reflection and then I can maybe try 

and describe how this has touched my life.” –kenya itc! training participant

“These heartbreaking pictures are of the 200 new baby 

graves in Kagiso Township of South Africa. There have 

been 1200 baby deaths (primarily from AIDS) in this ONE 

community since September of 2005. The small picture 

below is a typical baby grave where a possession that was 

used by the baby is left at the graveside. In the background 

are gold mines, where something of infinitely less value is 

being taken OUT of the ground.”



A 
chance meeting a year and a half ago 

with several colleagues from Trans World 

Radio (TWR) resulted in another amazing 

Kerus story. TWR is the world’s largest Christian 

radio broadcasting network with programming on 

some 3,300 stations. As TWR shared their heart to 

permeate communities with the transformational 

messages of abstinence and fidelity, and as we 

shared our sense of God’s calling 

for Kerus, we all realized that by 

working together we would be 

more effective.  As a result, TWR 

and Kerus have formed a new 

partnership, called the Kerus Radio Project and 

now Kerus is TWR’s “anchor partner” in a world-

wide HIV/AIDS prevention initiative. 

Together we have developed a series of 32 

half-hour radio dramas that communicate the 

core messages of the new It Takes Courage! Youth 

Curriculum. Through engaging stories centered 

around a grandmother raising her two grandchil-

dren because their parents died from AIDS, and 

discussion through radio listening groups, mil-

lions of youth and their families will hear life sav-

ing information and the ultimate source of hope 

found in Jesus. 

Our broadcasts began airing this month! 

We are broadcasting in the Twshwa language, 

of Mozambique. Next year, we will work with 

Samaritan’s Purse on a pilot project to establish 

radio listening groups through the local churches 

in Mozambique. These groups will explore the 

deeper spiritual truths of each broadcast. Our goal 

is to establish a minimum of 300 radio listening 

groups.

Expecting great things from a Kerus/TWR part-

nership, TWR offered to second (or loan) one-third 

of the time of a staff member to assist Kerus. Tom 

Watkins, TWR’s Global Coordinator for HIV/AIDS 

Ministry Initiatives, has now also assumed the 

role of Director of International Operations for 

Kerus. Continuing as a TWR employee based out 

of North Carolina, Tom now assists Kerus in a 

number of key areas as God continues to open 

doors to many new ministry opportunities. 

The Kerus Radio Project will exponentially 

increase the number of persons exposed to our 

messages. Using radio to support educational 

efforts on the ground will broaden our reach and 

reinforce our core messages.  If you would like to 

hear an excerpt from one of the programs, you 

can go to our website at www.kerusglobal.org and 

find it there.

What’s Next?
Pastors Vision Conferences » Kerus has just been selected as the curriculum and training provider for 
a Trans World Radio project promoting faithfulness among adults in Swaziland. We are excited about 
this new challenge, which will include three regional It Takes Courage! Pastors Vision Conferences 
plus radio broadcasts. Please pray as we reformat our materials and prepare to travel to Swaziland to 
conduct the first conference in October.

South African ITC! Training » After we complete the Pastors Vision Conference in Swaziland, we 
will conduct an It Takes Courage! Youth Curriculum Training in South Africa. This exciting event 
is sponsored by The Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI), The International Bible 
Society (IBS), Trans World Radio (TWR) and Southern African HIV/AIDS Collaborative (SAHAC). 
The Willow Creek Association will also take part in the training. 

ACSI Partnership Formed » We are partnering with the Association of Christian Schools International 
(ACSI) to help provide training and resources for Christian teachers, initially in South Africa. The It 
Takes Courage! Youth Curriculum will be part of the “Open School” project for orphans and vulnerable 
children in that country. 

Kerus E-Prayer Team » For some time, we have recognized the need to focus on some of our more 
pressing organizational issues. With the rollout of the Samaritan’s Purse project behind us, we are now 
finding some time to pay attention to a number of these issues. We are updating the Kerus logo and 
website. And we are taking steps to do a better job of communicating with our friends and partners. 
One of our most significant new efforts is the formation of a new E-Prayer Team. We will e-mail prayer 
requests from time to time (but promise not to overload your inboxes!). If you would like to join this 
team, please indicate your desire on the enclosed card and return it to us. Without a prayer team we 
know we can’t accomplish the vision God has given us. 

Giving a Gift to Kerus

Many people have asked us to clarify the best ways to make financial donations to Kerus; it 
can be a bit confusing, so we would like to take the opportunity to explain it to everyone. 
As most of you know Kerus is a ministry of the International Foundation, in Washington 

D.C. As such, it is best to make out your check as follows: International Foundation/Kerus 
– 860000, you can mail your check to our office and we will send it to the International Foundation 
(245 Newman Ave Suite B, Harrisonburg, VA 22801), or you can mail it directly to the International 
Foundation (P.O. Box 23813, Washington D.C., 20026-3813). Either way, your receipt will come 
from the International Foundation, and 100% of your gift will go directly into the Kerus account.

For those who are interested, we can set up a monthly withdrawal from your checking account. 
There are also systems in place for those who would like to make a stock gift. Unfortunately, the 
International Foundation is not set up to receive credit card gifts, thus there is no opportunity to 
make an on-line donation.

We would love to remind everyone that the most valuable gift you can give is to remember us on 
a regular basis in your prayers. Our work is VERY challenging and the physical, emotional and spiri-
tual demands are great. Please continue to pray for us and the courageous people on the field who 
tirelessly work to bring an example of Jesus to their communities. 

245 Newman Ave., Suite B
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Phone: 540-438-8782
Fax: 540-438-1342

kerus@kerusglobal.org
www.kerusglobal.org

The Greek word Kerus means “of the heart” 
or “to do something with passion.” 

This word captures the spirit and vision of Kerus 
founders Dr. Jennie Cerullo and Dr. Marcia Ball, 

who share a common goal: 
to offer hope and better health through practical, 

character-based programs. Their diverse 
backgrounds make them uniquely suited for this 

exciting outreach.

Kerus Radio 
Project Launched


